Old springs could
supply new wealth

BIURRAY WILLIARSS
Staff Witer
THIRTEEN fresh-water

springs which ﬁrst atfracted
man to Cape Town are to be
uneovered —thousands of years
after they were first enjoyed at
ihe foot of Tahle Mourntain.

Without the springs, which
buhble aut from e rock, Cape
Town iy wriikely {o have been
estahlistad.

The springs have heen
extensively researched by emvi-
ronmental planner Caron von
Zyl, working with the Cape
Town Partrership, and are mow
set {o be re-apened, and possi-
bly tapped, after centuries of
sustairiing Cape Towm. -

The project kas beern dubhed
“Reclaim Camnrissa” — the name
originally given to fhe City
Bowl by Khoi pastoral farniers,
“Thie Place of Sweet Waters”.

“This is about the arigins of
Cape Town as a humar settle-
ment. No water, no himans, no
settlement.” explained Andrew
Boraine, head of the Cape
Town Parinership.

“For thousands of years
peaple have heen bringlng their
livestock {0 Cape Town to sus-
tain them during the surmmer
niariths, because there wasw't
any water anywhere else.”

“These springs are the “rai-

md efre of Cape Town.”
The 13 springs bubble forih

from where the sandstome |
meeﬁstmeg’rmie fhetiggestaf |

witich is Stadts Forfein (City
Fountain), near St Cypriar’s
schoal in Cranjezicht.
Baraine explained the use of
{ize springs in early colarnial
times: the source of {he spritgs
was, marshy swamps, so ihe

Dutch eaunalised the water —to
water the Dutch East India

Contpany’s gardens, and for the
water’s use itself

The spring waters were cet-
iral to the decision to establish
a station at the Cape to supply
the trade ships with fresh pro-
duce and water

“They built a castle next to
the QGardenms, and diveried
water around the Cape of Goad
Hape Castle for a moat. So you
can see that the first conflict
(between indigenous imhabi-

tants and the setilers) was nat

around land, but actually
around water;” he explaimed.
“This whole system of water
fed the eariy sctileniemt™

The Duteh kad chrannelled
the water down through the
towmn in several canals, frclud-
ingihe Buitengracht, the Kaiz-
ergmﬁhtmdiheﬁeerengmcm
—today all major siteets.

“Later on (in ke mt:fy 19th
cenirory) menan engmeers
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stormwaters for reascns of
public health.”

Varicus water storage facil- '

ities were Iater established,
such as the Molteno darm — amd
Cape Tovn slewly grew less
reliari on the ariginal springs.

Taday ihe ‘springs’ water
simply flows nto the starmwa-
ter and into Table Bay:

Now thatisabhouttochangs,
Earaine reported.

“We are retracing this whole
gystemr. We will he investigat-
ing: “Could we make belter use
of this fresh water?”

Possible uses could be pub-
e drinking fointains i fhe

Company Gardens, or provid-

ing water for ihe Green Poimt
mrhan park.

“Wejust don’t kriow yet, ard -

that’s what we'ne vestigaiing.
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ﬂtﬁen‘ cities haxze rediscovared,
thair historie water supplies,
by digging them up.” ~
But beyond e water’s pos-
gible use, the springs’ project
had also awakenesd houge exl-
tuval and educational inferest.
Baraine said it was also
apprapriate that the spritgs
were being investigated att the
tirwe that Cape Town was again
faring an energy-supply crisis.
He mecalled kow the water
ad been wused to power the
Graaff gemerator, which had
Been the first hydro electric
generaior im {he comtry: And
alsohow the waters had turmed

AT Street.

“These springs meally tell
the erigins of our caurntry Bout
also ahout clean water and
alternative’ ensrgy;y” Boraine
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